
Plans are up and running for The Fall  Meeting for Technicians and 
Assistants.  The Music Road Hotel in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee is the place to 
be October 16 and 17, 2010.  Our plans are to offer a brighter, cleaner 
facility for our attendees to be able to sit back and relax. 

This year we only had one applicant for our student scholarship.  The TVTA 
awards $500 to one student from each of the three schools of veterinary 
technology in Tennessee.  Since there was money left over in the scholarship 
fund the executive board voted to donate another $500 to go towards 
families that need assistance with caring for their pets that were affected by 
the recent flooding in Middle Tennessee.  

The TVTA has a new legislative committee.  There are 6 active members 
who get together to discuss issues that concern technicians throughout the 
state.  We have discussed SB 3060 / HB 3491 which brought changes to 
the Practice Act and were signed into law during the month of April.  I attended  the recent BVME 
meeting where there was discussion of rewriting the Rules and Regulations that govern the practice of 
veterinary medicine in the state.    

Elections for 2011 are coming up soon.   Please consider serving the TVTA.  We will have the offices of 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer opening up.  The term of office is two years.  We have included 
descriptions of the offices in this newsletter.  Feel free to contact any of the officers to find out if they 
have survived their two years in office.  I assure you they are all alive and well.  We all work together like 
a well oiled machine!  We spit and sputter sometimes but we get down the road at a respectable pace. 

Presidentõs Message 
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Amy Nunnally, LVMT 

President 2010/2011 

In March the TVTA awarded a $500 scholarship 
to Ms. Janet Treese of Lincoln Memorial 
University.   Janet takes part in LMU Spay 
Days, LMU Pat Wellness Days and is active 
with the Knox Area Rescue Ministries.  She has 
also maintained a 3.9 GPA!  Kudoõs go out to 
Janet for all her hard work! 

2 0 1 0  T V T A  S c h o l a r s h i p  w i n n e r  

Have you checked out the 
NEW website yet? 

 
Visit your TVTA website for 
info on CE opportunities, 
classifieds, TVTA apparel and 
other useful tidbits. 
 

www.tnvta.org  



No news submitted 

M e s s a g e  B o a r d  

C l i n i c  S p o t l i g t  

Dr. King bought this established hospital in Collierville after working here as an 
associate for several years and has since made it his own.  He has two licensed 
technicians on staff (one of whom is the practice manager) and is a staunch 
supporter of continuing education.  Attendance at CE conferences and MSCVMA 
meetings is encouraged and financially supported.  They also have online 
education available at no cost to employees. Licensed technicians are allowed to 
use the skills they were trained for and assistants are utilized to complete the 
veterinary team approach.  Dr. King has earned the loyalty of his staff and there is 
no doubt this is a wonderful hospital for staff and patients. 

 

 

D r .  D a r r y l  k i n g  

 

E s t .  2 0 1 0  

 

C o l l i e r v i l l e ,  T N  

C o m p a n i o n  a n i m a l  h o s p i t a l  

No news submitted 

This spring has been a busy one for 
the LMU Vet Tech Students and 
Faculty.   On March 5th the Vet Tech 
Club hosted a dog wash fundraiser 
for  a   horse named Amigo that is 
currently being treated at The 
University of Tennessee College of 
Veterinary Medicine. The event 
concluded with a total of 44 dogs 
washed and $800 in proceeds to be 
donated to Amigoõs cause.  

 

 

 

 

The following day, March 6th, the 
Vet Tech Program students and 
faculty were in the field again 
contributing to humanitarian efforts 
of a different kind.   In conjunction 
with the Humane Society of the 
United States and Grainger County 
Humane Society, the Veterinary 
Technology Program helped with 
the rescue of over 140 cats from a 
home in Rutledge.  Services 
provided to the cause included: 
transportation of sick and injured 
animals to a temporary  shelter, 
assisting with the triage, volunteer 
coordination, and HSUS record 
keeping.  The event lasted from 8 
AM to well into the evening.  The 
LMU Vet Tech Program and Club 
strive to make a presence in the 
realm of animal welfare in 
Appalachia through humanitarian 
efforts.  Service projects, rescue 
missions, and public education are 
and will remain to be the primary 
objectives of the Programõs mission 
statement. 

William Freeman, AAS 
Graduate Veterinary Technologist  

V i s i t  c a f é  p r e s s  

F o r  y o u r  t v t a  

A p p a r e l  

w w w . c a f e p r e s s . c o m 

F a l l  c o n f e r e n c e  

f o r  t e c h n i c i a n s  

a n d  a s s i s t a n t s  

 

O c t o b e r  1 6 - 1 7 ,  2 0 1 0  

M u s i c  R o a d  H o t e l 

P i g e o n  F o r g e ,  T N 

 

http://frontline.us.merial.com/home/
http://www.wyeth.com/divisions/fort_dodge.asp


m e m b e r  S p o t l i g t  

Laurie works for Dr. Stephen Galloway, DVM, Fellow of the Academy 
of Veterinary Dentistry (AVD), at Animal Care Hospital in Somerville, 
TN.  She has worked for Dr. Galloway since January 2002.  Allison 
graduated from St. Petersburg College, St. Petersburg, FL. in 2003.  
She and her fiancée live in Bolivar, TN on a 36 acre farm in a barn house 
that they designed and built themselves.  Since Allison does not have any 
two legged children, she says, òMy òchildrenó are all 4 leggedó!   She is an 
active member with TVTA, NAVTA and AAEVT (American Association 
of Equine Veterinary Technicians).  When asked about  
her personal accomplishments, Allison said that they began with school.  

She graduated high school with top honors and continued on to college with a full-paid basketball scholarship.  She 
graduated from the University of Montevallo in Alabama Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelors of Science degree in 
Exercise Physiology and also graduated Magna Cum Laude for St. Petersburg College with an Associates degree in 
Veterinary Technology.   In 2006, Allison received the Mid-South Area Registered Veterinary Technician of the 
Year award.  Here are a few questions that the TVTA asked Allison so we can get to know her a little better: 
 
TVTA: Why do you love being a vet tech?   
LAR: I love many aspects of my career. I have to say that I am fortunate to have the opportunity to work with 
many different species of animals, which makes my job that more exciting. Every day is a new learning experience 
and that is what I fell in love with from the beginning.  I enjoy educating clients and providing them with the best 
and most up-to-date care that we can provide for their animals  I know this is one of the most important 
responsibilities I have as a Veterinary Technician.   
 
TVTA: Pets (we know you have, so how many?) 
LAR: I have 4 horses (Rio, Dixie, Scarlett, and Rhett), 4 cats (Rudy, Leroy, Turkey, and Jethro), and 4 dogs 
(Chevy, Tip, Bill, and Ellie Mae). 
 
TVTA: What are your hobbies?  
LAR: Since early childhood horses have been my passion in life; so, horseback riding is my #1 hobby. My fianc®eõ 
and I enjoy traveling and trail riding with our horses.  I also enjoy exercising, water skiing, canoeing, dancing, and 

L a u r i e  A l l i s o n  r i l e s ,  l v m t  

Grainger County Cat Rescue Update 

In March, approximately 159 cats were rescued from a home in Grainger County, TN.   

Of those 159 cats, 43 were adopted out to new homes, 34 cats were euthanized due to      

extremely poor health and being too wild to handle.  Many of the cats were vetted and 

released at the homes of volunteers.  There were 50-60 or more volunteers including vets, 

vet techs, LMU students, HSUS, Grainger County High School Students, Stray Connec-

tions and Noahõs Ark.  It was a great effort to rescue these cats from their deplorable con-

ditions. 



p e t  S p o t l i g h t  

Hidden inside every seed is a flower waiting to grow.  This is the story of our little 

buttercup, Midgie.  My first encounter with Midge was during our morning of walking boarded  

animals at the clinic.  This eight-pound Pomeranian beauty flipped and flopped on the ground like 

a fish out of water with the loose fitted lead around her neck.  Urine sprayed in all directions 

soaking my scrubs as I picked her up to carry her back inside.  Her ears plastered to her tiny head 

in fear, she refused her food but devoured the small bowl of water in seconds. Boarded by a 

rescue group for PU/PD, her urinalysis showed no UTI and her blood glucose was normal.  Our 

doctors suspected diabetes insipidus.  It was later confirmed that her previous owner had 

sprinkled table sugar on her water for extra caloric intake. The result was complete anorexia and 

PU/PD.  By withholding water so hunger would grip her little waterlogged system, Midge consumed her first meal but her 

gastrointestinal system had been dormant and she was unable to keep the nutrients down for the next 4 days.   Her future wasnõt bright, 

fearful anxiety paralyzed her chances for adoption and made her difficult to connect with and train.   She feared sounds, the grass, the 

lead, and all new people and things.  Yet, I saw a spark of intelligence behind those little eyes that maybe she just needed to bloom.   

Compassionate for the underdog, I fostered her for the rescue group.  Our first outing was to buy a harness.  On the way home urine and 

feces covered my daughters lap.  Not such a great start.   We needed to give her bladder time to strengthen and heal so she stayed in a 

very large kennel where we patiently cleaned up after her multiple times a day.   After 4 months she had lost 2 pounds of water weight 

and she was able to complete our daily mile walk.  Within the next two months she would regain that 2 pounds in growth and solid 

athletic muscle even though she was already over a year old.   Daily she faced her fears becoming more focused and trainable as they lost 

their grip on her mind and heart.  The PU/PD resolved but the incontinence continued for a few more months.  She was responding to 

basic obedience so we started her training for dog agility.  Agility is more than just the jumps, tunnels and equipment that you see on TV.  

The best agility dogs are obedient and connected with their owners.  They are confident in their athletic ability and trusting of their 

ownerõs guidance.   Little did we know that agility would empower Midgie with the confidence that up until then she lacked.   We 

watched with awe as her face lit up when she rocketed through the tunnels, leaped over jumps and asked for the teeter over and over 

again.   Iõll never forget the day that she flew to the top of the 5.5ft A-frame, stopped, looked around and with a flip of her bushy tail 

barreled down the other side.  As my daughter ran toward the next obstacle on the course, Midge turned around and ran back to the A-

frame beginning so she could do it once again.   It was around this time that we nicknamed her our òlittle buttercup.ó  Blossom is such a 

great description of her transformation.   She became confident around other dogs even initiating play and she began asking us to let her 

outside to potty.   It was an amazing period of growth.  This March, Midge received her first accolade for agility by obtaining her title in 

USDAAõs game, Snooker.    I trust there will be many more to come but the most important thing is that she loves working the agility 

course and the fears that once paralyzed her, have no hold on her little heart.  The health issues that once made her miserable are 

resolved.  For this little buttercup flower, who once was over  watered, her nutrition was patience and her sunshine is without a doubt 

the agility course.   

 

 

Rescued From FEAR by CONFIDENCE  
submitted by Sue A. Funderburg, LVMT 

Midgie, as she is today, with her well-known agility -�F�R�X�U�V�H���¶�V�P�L�O�H�·�� 


